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Research on newspapers and the passive voice has been conducted; however, not extensively. The goal of
this paper is to analyse the use of the passive voice in newspaper articles published by major online British
newspapers – Daily Mail, The Sun, Evening Standard, and Metro. In order to investigate the passive voice
in the selected articles, a literature review, content analysis and frequency count have been conducted. The
results of the research demonstrate that the passive voice is applied most frequently in The Sun and Daily
Mail; eight passive voice tenses have been found in total, with the past simple and the present simple tenses
being the most frequent. The passive voice was typically used when the author placed attention on the action,
and in instances, when the doer was obvious. The analysis allowed to make conclusions regarding the use of
the passive voice in newspaper articles and has the potential to explore this topic in the future.
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