
The Grammar of Time: Ontologies and Practices Across Cultures
Conference Programme

All times given are local Latvia times (Eastern European Time (EET), which is UTC+2)

Day 1 – 19.11.

Opening speeches 9:30 – TBA

Keynote speech 10:00-11:00 
Mārcis Auziņš
Academic Degree / Position: Professor, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: Faculty of Science and Technology, University of Latvia 
Country: Latvia 
Email: marcis.auzins@lu.lv 
Presentation Title: The Differences Between Einstein’s and Bergson’s Understanding of Time

Section 1 
12:00-13:30
Moderator: Arnis Siliņš

1. Valdis Pīrāgs
Academic Degree / Position: Professor, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: International Study Centre of Indic Studies, Director 
Country: Latvia 
Email: valdis.pirags@lu.lv 
Presentation Title: Understanding Cross-Cultural Differences in Time Perception
2. Robinder Sachdev
Academic Degree / Position: President, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: The Imagindia Institute 
Country: India
Email: robinder@imagindia.org 
Presentation Title: Monochronic and polychronic perception of time
3. Valdis Seglins
Academic Degree / Position: Researcher, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: Institute of Economics, Latvian Academy of Sciences 
Country: Latvia 
Email: valdis.seglins@gmail.com 
Presentation Title: The Concept of Time in Ancient Egypt: A Multilayered Perspective
4. Arnis Siliņš
Academic Degree / Position: Lecturer 
Affiliation: University of Latvia 
Country: Latvia 
Email: arnis.silins@lu.lv 
Presentation Title: The Abyss of the Time Unknown

Section 2 
14:00-15:30
Moderator: Ildze Šķestere

1. Kaspars Kļaviņš
Academic Degree / Position:

Professor, Head of the Department of Asian Studies, Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia, Ph.D.
Visiting Professor
Affiliation 1: University of Latvia
Affiliation 2: South China Normal University

Country: Latvia, China 
Email: kaspars.klavins@lu.lv 
Presentation Title: Independent Paths to the Common: Relational Ontology and the Emergence of Time in Quantum Theory, Daoism, and Madhyamaka Buddhism 
2. Uģis Klētnieks
Academic Degree / Position: Chief Scientific Officer, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: Longevity Alliance Baltic 
Country: Latvia 
Email: ugis.kletnieks@silvexpo.lv 
Presentation Title: Neural Grammars of Time: How the Brain Constructs Temporal Reality
3. Robert Lawrence Kuhn
Academic Degree / Position: Ph.D. 
Affiliation: Closer To Truth 
Country: USA 
Email: rlkuhn@icloud.com 
Presentation Title: Topic to be refined
4. Luka Culiberg
Academic Degree / Position: Assistant Professor, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts, Department of Asian Studies 
Country: Slovenia 
Email: luka.culiberg@ff.uni-lj.si 
Presentation Title: Animistic Temporal Ontologies and the Climate Crisis


Section 3
16:00-18:30
Moderators: Jānis Priede

1. Lihua Li & Mengyuan Luo
Academic Degree / Position: Associate Professor, Ph.D.; Position not specified 
Affiliation: South China Normal University 
Country: China 
Email: lilihua@mail.scnu.edu.cn 
Presentation Title: The Cognition of the Solar Calendar among Intellectuals in Late Qing and Republican China
2.  Chinmay Pandya & Viral Patel
Academic Degree / Position: Dr., Pro Vice Chancellor; Dr., Coordinator 
Affiliation: Dev Sanskriti University, Gayatrikunj–Shantikunj, Haridwar 
Country: India 
Email: provc@dsvv.ac.in 
Presentation Title: Kāla: The Vedic Conception of Time
3. Eynulla Madatli & Fuzuli Gurbanov
Academic Degree / Position: Associate Professor, Deputy Director for Scientific Affairs, Ph.D.; Associate Professor, Head of the Department of Cognitive Theory
Affiliation: Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences 
Country: Azerbaijan 
Email: emadatli@gmail.com 
Presentation Title: Cyclical–Situational Temporality in the Understanding of Time among Turks and Modernity
4. Ingrīda Kleinhofa 
Academic Degree / Position: Assistant Professor 
Affiliation: University of Latvia, Daugavpils University 
Country: Latvia 
Email: ingrida.kleinhofa@lu.lv, ingrida.kleinhofa@du.lv 
Presentation Title: Differences in the Perception of Time Between the Middle East and the West as Depicted in A. Rihani's Anglophone Works


Day 2 – 20.11.

Section 1 
10:00-12:00
Moderators: Inese Dāvidsone

1. Andrew Eungi Kim   
Academic Degree / Position: Professor, Division of International Studies
College of International Studies, Ph.D.
Affiliation: Korea University
Country: Korea
Email: aekim@korea.ac.kr
Presentation Title: Time as Harmony and Cultural Memory: Cyclical Morality and Temporal Harmony in Korean Thought 
[bookmark: _Hlk213814119]2. EuiJin Hur
Academic Degree / Position: Ph.D. Candidate 
Affiliation: University of Ljubljana 
Country: Slovenia 
Email: eh78748@student.uni-lj.si 
Presentation Title: Modernity and Fear in “Burning” (2018): A Focus on Walter Benjamin’s Urban Experience 

3. Ramona Striķe
Academic Degree / Position: Lecturer
Affiliation: University of Latvia 
Country: Latvia
Email: strike.ramona@gmail.com
TBA (on photography)
4. Anastasija Galkina
Academic Degree / Position: Ph.D. Student 
Affiliation: Daugavpils University 
Country: Latvia 
Email: krilova.anastasia@inbox.lv 
Presentation Title: E. Kattai’s Under the Flags of Ten Nations: The Literary Reception in Latvia’s Cultural Space
5. Leons Gabriels Taivāns
Academic Degree / Position: Professor, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: University of Latvia 
Country: Latvia 
Email: leons.taivans@lu.lv 
Presentation Title: Eschatological and Secular Time in Politics: Russia, the West, and Chronopolitical Incompatibility
6. Inese Davidsone
Academic Degree / Position: Mg. oec., Mg. theol., Acting Research Assistant, Ph.D. Student 
Affiliation: University of Latvia, Faculty of Humanities 
Country: Latvia 
Email: inese.davidsone@gmail.com 
Presentation Title: Religion, Tradition, and Time: The Transformation of Women’s Identity in Islamic Feminist Literature

Section 2
12:00-14:00
Moderator: Sausana Hašaba
1. Byoung Yoong Kang
Academic Degree / Position: Professor, Ph.D.; Head of Korean Studies, Department of Asian Studies 
Affiliation: University of Ljubljana 
Country: Slovenia 
Email: ByoungYoong.Kang@ff.uni-lj.si 
Presentation Title: Time in Cryonic Narratives: “The Perfect Society” (1967) vs. “The Door into Summer” (1957)
2. Ildze Šķestere
Academic Degree / Position: Lecturer, Ph.D. student 
Affiliation: University of Latvia 
Country: Latvia 
Email: ildze.skestere@lu.lv 
Presentation Title: Time in Han Kang’s “The Vegetarian”: A Grammatical and Cultural Perspective
3. Francisco Miguel Vera Cervera
Academic Degree / Position: Researcher 
Affiliation: Universidad de Granada 
Country: Spain 
Email: franmiv@correo.ugr.es 
Presentation Title: Folkloric Temporality and Its Literary Manifestation: The Representation of Time in “The Lay of Igor’s Host”
4. Leonor Cara Iáñez
Academic Degree / Position: Lecturer 
Affiliation: University of Latvia 
Country: Latvia 
Email: leonor.cara7@gmail.com 
Presentation Title: «La muerte me está buscando; junto a ti, vida sería»: The Clockwork of Temporality in the Ballad «El enamorado y la muerte»
5. Azizagha Najafov 
Academic Degree / Position: Professor, Ph.D.; Head, Department of Philology, 
Affiliation: Karabakh University 
Country: Azerbaijan 
Email: azizagha.najafov@karabakh.edu.az 
Presentation Title: he Relativity of the Concepts of Time and Space in the Works of Muhammad Fuzuli
6. Sausana Hašaba
Academic Degree / Position: Ph.D. Student 
Affiliation: University of Latvia 
Country: Latvia 
Email: suzannahasaba@gmail.com 
Presentation Title: The Perception of Time in the Ottoman Empire: Between Tradition and Modernization


Section 3 
14:30-16:00
Moderator: Byoung Yoong Kang
1. Aleksandrs Simons
Academic Degree / Position: Ph.D. Candidate 
Affiliation: Beijing International Studies University, School of English Studies 
Country: Latvia 
Email: aleksandrssimons@gmail.com 
Presentation Title: Photography in China as a Documentary of History – an Approach of Visual Ethnography, 1842-1860

2. Eva Vučkovič
Academic Degree / Position: Ph.D. Student, Teaching Assistant 
Affiliation: University of Ljubljana 
Country: Slovenia 
Email: Eva.Vuckovic@ff.uni-lj.si 
Presentation Title: Webtoons and the Spirit of Their Time: Social Dimensions of Yoon Tae-ho’s “Misaeng”
3. Sanja Struna
Academic Degree / Position: Ph.D. Candidate 
Affiliation: Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana 
Country: Slovenia 
Email: sanja.struna@gmail.com 
Presentation Title: Queer Temporality and Koreanness in Kim-Jho Kwang-Soo’s “Two Weddings and a Funeral”
4. Sergejs Ancupovs
Academic Degree / Position: Creative Strategist, Researcher 
Affiliation: University of Latvia 
Country: Latvia 
Email: sergejs.ancupovs@lu.lv 
Presentation Title: Indian Classical Music Forms as a Reflection of Three Aspects of Time Perception and Comprehension
5. Adil Akbar
Academic Degree / Position: Student: Jamia Millia Islamia New Delhi 
Country: India 
Email: adil789522@gmail.com
Presentation Title: Temporal Horizons and Educational Aspirations: Navigating Linear and Cyclical Time in Rural Indian Skill Development

Section 4 
16:30-18:00
Moderator: Kaspars Kļaviņš
1. Jānis Priede
Academic Degree / Position: Professor 
Affiliation: Department of Asian Studies, Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia 
Country: Latvia 
Email: janis.priede.hzf@lu.lv 
Presentation Title: The Transformation of the Understanding of Time in the First-Century Commentaries on the Book of Psalms
2. Salah Mohamed Sherif
Academic Degree / Position: Lecturer, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: University of Latvia 
Country: Latvia 
Email: salahs@lu.lv 
Presentation Title: The Understanding of Time in the Qur’an and Islamic Civilization
3. Aliya Mursalova
Academic Degree / Position: Assistant Professor, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: Azerbaijan Institute of Theology 
Country: Azerbaijan 
Email: aliyatagiyeva@yahoo.com 
Presentation Title: Sacred Time and Ordinary Time: Albanian and Jewish Temporal Concepts in the Religious Culture of Azerbaijan
4. K. Nagarajan
Academic Degree / Position: Adjunct Professor, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: Robert Cavelier University 
Country: USA 
Email: tiicnagarajan@gmail.com 
Presentation Title: Hinduism and the Eternal Now: Journey from Time to Timelessness
5. Gertrude Uzoh
Academic Degree / Position: Mg. oec., Mg. theol., Acting Research Assistant, Ph.D. Student 
Affiliation: ADABUGO House of Stories 
Country: Nigeria 
Email: Gettrude_uzoh@yahoo.com 
Presentation Title: Time Perception in the Igbo Calendar


Day 3 – 21.11.
Section 1 
10:00-11:30
Moderator: Ildze Šķestere
1. Agita Baltgalve
Academic Degree / Position: Associate Professor, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: University of Latvia, Department of Asian Studies 
Country: Latvia 
Email: agita.baltgalve@lu.lv 
Presentation Title: Expressing Necessity and Desire in Latvian, Sanskrit, and Tibetan Languages
2. QiongZi Wang
[bookmark: _Hlk214271516]Academic Degree / Position: Associate Professor, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: Huanggang Normal University 
Country: China 
Email: 32625916@qq.com 
Presentation Title: The Expression of Ambiguous Time in Chinese Dialects from the Perspective of Local Temporal Order: A Case Study of Temporal Terms in Hubei Dialects
3. Vivek Kumar Shukla
Academic Degree / Position: Associate Professor, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: Associate Professor, Hindi School of Culture and Society - India and South Asia Studies
Country: Denmark
Email: vivekshukla@cas.au.dk 
Presentation Title: The idea of time in Early Modern Hindi Poetry: Kabir’s Kaliyug

School of Culture and Society - India and South Asia Studies
4. Anastasija Mackus
TBA (on translation and Korean grammar)
Academic Degree / Position: Lecturer
Affiliation: University of Latvia 
Country: Latvia
kindadomiart@gmail.com
5. Rajesh Kumar
Academic Degree / Position: Teaching Assistant 
Affiliation: University of Ljubljana 
Country: Slovenia 
Email: rajeshky22@gmail.com 
Presentation Title: Literature as Cultural Pedagogy: Exploring Han in Korean Language Education


Section 2 
12:00-14:00
Moderator: TBA
1. Angelo James O. Comelio
Academic Degree / Position: Undergraduate Student 
Affiliation: Philippine Normal University – Manila 
Country: Philippines 
Email: comelio.ajo@stud.pnu.edu.ph 
Presentation Title: On Psychophilosophy: A Recursive Praxis
2. Lingyun Ye
Academic Degree / Position: Ph.D. Student 
Affiliation: Capital Normal University 
Country: China 
Email: weiren8386@126.com 
Presentation Title: Time and Intuition: Reading Daoism in Light of Core Themes in Neoplatonism
3. Yingyao Jiang
Academic Degree / Position: Ph.D. Student 
Affiliation: Renmin University of China 
Country: China 
Email: jiangyingyao@ruc.edu.cn 
Presentation Title: Reconceptualizing Time through Reality: Marx’s Philosophical Break from the Young Hegelians
4. Yijing Miao & Minzhi Zhu
Academic Degree / Position: Associate Professor, Ph.D.; Position not specified 
Affiliation: South China Agricultural University; South China Normal University 
Country: China 
Email: 984957862@scau.edu.cn 
Presentation Title: The Time Confusion of Freedom in Social Acceleration and the “Civilizational Breakthrough”
5. Andrejs Balodis
Academic Degree / Position: Lecturer, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: Latvian Academy of Culture 
Country: Latvia 
Email: andrejs.balodis@lka.edu.lv 
Presentation Title: Duration, Memory, and Time-travel

Section 3
14:00-15:30
Moderator: TBA
1. Agnese Taivāne-Pizāno
Academic Degree / Position: Associate Professor, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: University of Latvia, Faculty of Humanities – Asian Studies 
Country: Latvia 
Email: agnese.haijima@lu.lv 
Presentation Title: The Aesthetics of Ma (間): Emptiness, Interval, and Presence in Japanese Culture
2. Jielin Xie & Lihua Li
Academic Degree / Position: Ph.D. Student; Associate Professor, Ph.D. 
Affiliation: South China Normal University 
Country: China 
Email: jellyfissssh@163.com 
Presentation Title: Study on the Evolution of the Concept of “Xiansheng” in Modern Times
3. Veronika Krivko
Academic Degree / Position: Ph.D. Student 
Affiliation: University of Latvia 
Country: Latvia 
Email: nikapankratova@gmail.com 
Presentation Title: Chan-Buddhist Conceptions of Time in “The Gateless Gate” 無門關 (Wumen Guan) by Wumen Huikai (1183–1260)
4. Nataša Visočnik Gerželj
Academic Degree / Position: Associate Professor 
Affiliation: University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts 
Country: Slovenia 
Email: natasa.visocnik@ff.uni-lj.si 
Presentation Title: Changing in Time: The Concept of Others in Korean Society – Korean Returnees from Japan

Section 4
16:00-17:30
Moderator: TBA
1. Valdis Svirskis 
Academic Degree / Position: Master Graduate 
Affiliation: Institute of Transpersonal Education 
Country: Latvia 
Email: pieraksti@inbox.lv 
Presentation Title: Desire, Aspiration, and Time in the Context of Sri Chinmoy’s Spiritual Practice and Understanding of Evolution 
2. Yaling Peng
Academic Degree / Position: Ph.D. Student 
Affiliation: Durham University 
Country: UK 
Email: Yaling.peng@durham.ac.uk 
Presentation Title: William Laud’s Reform of Ecclesiastical Land Tenures: The Transition from Lives to Years

4. Student Section
Student Section. Students of the bachelor’s study program “Asian and Intercultural Studies” at the University of Latvia, Faculty of Humanities, present their topics on the concept of time in different cultures. 
